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The next meeting of the Michael V. Dolan Conservative Party Club will begin promptly at 8 PM, Tuesday, Sept. 16,

2014, at 943 Morris Park Ave. in the Bronx. We encourage you to bring guests. Our guest speaker will be District

Attorney Robert Johnson, whose talk will be followed by a question-and-answer session. Refreshments will be served.

Annual Dolan Club dues of $20 are payable to: Bronx Conservative Party c/o William E. Britt, 188D Edgewater

Park, Bronx, N.Y. 10465.

Vague Federal Law Hits Home in Political
Prosecutions

Across the nation, many have focused on the indictment
of Texas governor Rick Perry on vague, politically motivated
charges.  The previous politico widely reported on for a
conviction on charges associated with “corruption” (which
was the trading of political favors) was Rod Blagojevich,
governor of Illinois.  Most recently the federal “corruption”
prosecution axe has fallen locally with the conviction of
Bronx Republican Chairman Jay Savino.  The prosecution in
this case hit especially close to home for your secretary,
because although I was not involved in the case at hand, I had
cordial relations with Mr. Savino politically, and because
another person caught up in the undercover investigation (and
convicted) was New York City Council member (and
Conservative Party endorsee) Dan Halloran, with whom I
have been very friendly via libertarian and heathen circles.

The action leading to these convictions was the trading
for money of votes at a city Republican convention to allow
a particular non-enrollee in their party to run in their primary
for mayor.  Such an action is not against New York’s election
law.  However, in the federal mail and wire fraud statutes,
which apply any time so much as a phone call is involved in
the arrangements, lies a provision criminalizing “a scheme or
artifice to deprive another of the intangible right of honest
services”.  This provision can be, and has been, used to
prosecute for felonies people who may have violated no other
law, but are deemed to have owed certain behavior to certain
persons and to have acted otherwise in some sense
dishonestly as to their interest. In this case, being bribed to
influence the votes in political party business by persons who
were representing members of that party was taken as such a
“fraud”.  The United States government took it upon
themselves to decide what the relationship should have been
between the rank & file of a political party and their
leadership, and to make a violation of that vague standard a
felony.

This statutory provision was also the basis of
Blagojevich’s conviction.  For further analysis, see “Honest
Services Fraud: You May Already Be Guilty!” by Abbott &
Battaligni, Business Law Today 19:1, Sept.-Oct. 2009,
http://www.abanet.org/buslaw/blt

 

Priorities?

I imagine that many of you, like me, received from NY
state senator Jeff Klein a large campaign post card touting his
“standing up for Israel” by having “crafted” S.6438, a bill
described on the card as prohibiting colleges from using state
aid to fund academic institutions boycotting any country
where the NY Board of Regents has chartered a school,
except countries declared to be sponsors of terror, or boycotts
connected with labor disputes or protesting discrimination.
That bill, said by Klein to send the “simple message that
taxpayers should never be asked to support religious, ethnic,
or racial discrimination”, was provoked by a boycott of
universities in Israel by the American Studies Association.
The irony is that the boycott (which had already been joined
by the Association for Asian American Studies, whom Jeff
Klein declines to mention in his card statement) was
undertaken to protest what they saw as discrimination by
Israel.

Regardless of one’s views on Israel, it’s clear that any
aid to institutions in some country or other is going to make
some enemies.  So here the selective withholding of tax-
funded aid by intermediaries who have some such discretion
is cast as the support of discrimination on behalf of taxpayers.
Maybe senator Klein should focus on reducing tax-funded aid
to educational institutions across the board, so there’ll be less
of a stake to engender animosity by taxpayers.  And maybe he
could focus a little on the state of New York instead of Israel.

Robert M. Goodman, Aug. 30, 2014
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