
COMPLINE
Bishop’s Retreat, November 17, 2011

(Entirely sung except for the Confession and Forgiveness and the final prayer.  In the text that follows the order, P means priest; 
ChG means choir alone in Georgian; CC means choir and congregation together.  Except for the Kyrie Eleison, the congregation 
always sings in English)

CHOIR HYMN

ChG: Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us.  
(Tsmindao Ghmerto)

INVOCATION

P: Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.
CC:. Amen.  Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee

PRAYER

P. O heavenly King, Comforter, Spirit of Truth, 
Who art everywhere present and fillest all things, 
Treasury of good things and Giver of life: 
Come and dwell in us, and cleanse us of all impurity, and save our souls, O Good One.

CC: Amen.  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
(spoken)

P: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven,
and to you my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned by my own fault

in thought, word, and deed.
I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins,

and bring me to everlasting life.
CC: Almighty and merciful God grant you healing, pardon,

 and forgiveness of all your sins.  Amen.
I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven,

and to you my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned by my own fault
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in thought, word, and deed.
I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins,

and bring me to everlasting life.
P: Almighty and merciful God grant you healing, pardon,

 and forgiveness of all your sins.  Amen.

RESPONSORY

ChG: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3x; Svanuri Tsmindao)
P. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  
CC: Amen.  Kyrie Eleison (3x)
P: O most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us.  O Lord, blot out our sins.  

O Master, pardon our iniquities.  
O Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for Thy name’s sake.

CC: Amen.  Kyrie Eleison  (3x)
P: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  
CC: Amen.  Kyrie Eleison (3x)

INVITATORY

ChG: O come, let us worship God our King.
O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ our King and our God.
O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ himself, our King and our God.

PSALMODY (Ps, 4)

ChG: Alleluia.  Alleluia  .  
CC: Answer me when I call, O God, defender / of my cause;

You set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and / hear my prayer.
“You mortals, how long will you dishon / or my glory;

How long will you love illusions and seek / after lies?”
Know that the Lord does wonders / for the faithful;

The Lord will hear me when I call.
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Tremble, then, and / do not sin;
Speak to your heart in silence up / on your bed.

ChG: Alleluia.  Alleluia.
CC: Offer the appointed / sacrifices 

and put your trust / in the Lord.
Many are saying, “Oh, that we might see / better times!”

Lift up the light of your countenance upon  / us O Lord.
You have put gladness / in my heart,

More than when grain and wine and / oil increase.
I lie down in peace; at once I / fall asleep;

For only you, Lord, make me / dwell in safety.
ChG: Alleluia (full sequence) 

DOXOLOGY

ChG: Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace and good will among men.  
(Dideba Magalta Shina)

READING
(spoken)

R: It is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  But we have this 
treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God 
and does not come from us.  (2 Corinthians 4:6-7)

PRAYERS/LITANY
(Sung responsively by Cantor and Choir/Congregation.  Petitions/ are sung in English;  Response is threefold Kyrie Eleison)

OUR FATHER
(Sung by the choir in Georgian) 

P. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory; 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, 

and unto the ages of ages.
CC. Amen.
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PRAYER
(spoken)

P: Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work or watch or weep this night, and give your 
angels charge over those who sleep.  Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, 
soothe the suffering, comfort the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your loves sake.
CC: Amen

HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS

ChG: You are the vineyard in blossom.  
Young, beautiful, the flower of Eden.  
A fragrant poplar, growing in Paradise.  
You are the sun, brilliantly shining.

(During the singing of this hymn, the members of the congregation come forward to receive an individual blessing and  
dismissal from the celebrant)

.
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