
Biographies of the Advisory Panel for The Review of English Studies, 1925 by J. Magoun

Advisory Panel for The Review of English Studies, 1925.

Last Name First Name Degrees and 

Honors

Age in 

1925

Career as of 1925 University Affiliation, 1925

Bradley A. C. LL. D., Litt. 

D., F.B.A.

74 Bradley studied at Balliol College, Oxford. He obtained a Balliol Fellowship in 1874 and lectured first in English and 

subsequently in philosophy until 1881. He then took a permanent position at the University of Liverpool where he 

lectured on literature. In 1889 he moved to Glasgow as Regius Professor. In 1901 he was elected to the Oxford 

professorship of poetry. During his five years in this post he produced Shakespearean Tragedy  (1904) and Oxford 

Lectures on Poetry  (1909). ... "his book is probably the most influential single work of Shakespearean criticism 

ever published."- wikipedia.

In private life, in London.

Chambers Sir Edmund K.B.E., D. 

Litt., F.B.A.

59 Chambers ... matriculat[ed] at Corpus Christi College, Oxford. .... He took a job with the national education 

department, and married Eleanor Bowman in 1893. In the newly created Board of Education, Chambers worked 

principally to oversee adult and continuing education. He rose to be second secretary, but the work for which he 

is remembered took place outside the office. Chambers's great work, begun even before he left Oxford and 

pursued for three decades, was a great examination of the history and conditions of English theatre in the 

medieval and Renaissance periods. His four-volume history of The Elizabethan Stage , published in 1923, remains 

a standard resource for scholars. - wikipedia

In government; retired 1926.

Chambers R. W. D. Litt. 51 Chambers was educated at University College; he was Librarian at that institution from 1901 to 1922, and 

Assistant Professor in the English Department, 1904-14. Chambers became Quain Professor of English at UCL in 

1922. Chambers wrote on a wide variety of subjects relating to English literature, history, and culture; notably, he 

worked on the Shakespearean additions to the play Sir Thomas More... . Chambers was a friend of J.R.R. Tolkien 

and their careers parallel each other at many points: both were Catholics, scholars of Old English literature, both 

experienced the horrors of trench warfare in World War I, and both wrote influentially on Beowulf. Thomas 

Shippey described Chambers as "a patron and supporter of Tolkien in his early years." - wikipedia

Quain Professor of English at 

University College, London.

Chapman R. W. M.A. 44 At Oriel College, Oxford, he graduated with a First in classics and humanities. He worked as assistant to the 

secretary of the Clarendon Press. During World War I service, he managed to study the works of Johnson and 

continue to write for the Times Literary Supplement. After the war Chapman would remain in Oxford until his 

death. In 1920 he succeeded Charles Cannan as secretary of the Clarendon Press. He played a part in producing 

the Oxford English Dictionary, combining editorial and administrative responsibilities at the press. Chapman is 

generally credited as the scholar who established Austen’s canonical status in the twentieth century. - wikipedia

Secretary of Claredon Press, 

Oxford U.

Charlton H. B. M.A. 35 Charlton was Professor of English Language and Literature at the University of Manchester between 1921 and 

1957. - U. Manchester website. From his bibliography online, it appears he was a specialist in Shakespeare and 

associated dramatists.

Professor of English 

Language and Literature, U. 

Manchester.

Elton Oliver D. Litt., 

F.B.A.

64 At Corpus Christi College, Oxford, he was a scholar from 1880 to 1885. He graduated with a BA with first class 

honours in Literae Humaniores in 1884. In 1890 he went as a lecturer to Owens College, Manchester, remaining 

for ten years. During his time there he published a translation of nine of the books of the Gesta Danorum  by Saxo 

Grammaticus, a study of Michael Drayton, and The Augustan Ages  (1899) which brought him recognition from 

the academic literary world. He went to Liverpool in 1901 as Professor of English Literature and stayed till his 

retirement in 1925. While there, he completed two thirds (four volumes) of his Survey of English Literature  and 

lectured and wrote on Milton, Tennyson, Henry James, Chekhov and others. - wikipedia

Professor of English 

Literature at U. Liverpool.

Gordon George S. M.A. 44 Gordon was educated at Glasgow University and Oriel College, Oxford, where he received a First Class in Classical 

Moderations in 1904, Literae Humaniores in 1906, and the Stanhope Prize in 1905. He was a Fellow of Magdalen 

College, Oxford, from 1907 to 1915. Gordon was Professor of English Literature at the University of Leeds from 

1913 to 1922. Later, he was Merton Professor of English Literature at Oxford, from 1922 to 1928. (At Oxford [after 

1925] he was one of the Kolbítar, J. R. R. Tolkien's group of readers of Icelandic sagas.) - wikipedia

Merton Professor of English 

Literature, Oxford U.

Greg W. W. Litt. D. 50 Greg was educated at Trinity College of Cambridge University. At Cambridge he met Ronald McKerrow, whose 

friendship helped shape Greg's decision to pursue a career in literature. While still in school he compiled a list of 

Renaissance plays printed before 1700, and he joined the Bibliographical Society the same year. After school, 

Greg settled into a life of steady productivity, while living on [an independent income]. Working in close 

association with A. H. Bullen, he produced Pastoral Poetry and Pastoral Drama  (1906), the first edited version of 

the account books of Philip Henslowe (1906–8) and the papers of Edward Alleyn. The latter two works provided 

him with a knowledge of Renaissance theatrical conditions perhaps rivaled only by E. K. Chambers, and this 

knowledge he applied to the publications of the Malone Society, which he served as general editor between 1906 

and 1939. He served as Librarian of Trinity College, 1907–13. As an independent scholar, Greg produced editions 

of The Merry Wives of Windsor  (1910), Robert Greene's Orlando Furioso  and George Peele's The Battle of 

Alcazar  (published together, 1923), and Sir Thomas More  (1911). - wikipedia

Independent scholar; general 

editor of the Malone Society.
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Grierson H. J. C. LL. D., Litt. 

D.

59 Grierson was educated at King's College, University of Aberdeen and Christ Church, Oxford. On graduating from 

the latter he was appointed Professor of English Literature at his Aberdeen alma mater, where he taught from 

1894 to 1915, and subsequently became Knight Professor of English Literature at the University of Edinburgh 

(1915–1935). He is credited with promoting interest in the metaphysical poets, especially John Donne, a revival 

more commonly attributed to T. S. Eliot. His special field of research was English poetry of the 17th century, but 

he was also interested in Walter Scott. - wikipedia

Knight Professor of English 

Literature, U. Edinburgh.

Herford C. H. Litt. D. 72 Herford was born in Manchester. He was Professor at University College of Wales, Aberystwyth from 1887 to 

1901, and Professor of English Literature at Victoria University of Manchester from 1901 to 1921. He is 

remembered principally for his biography and edition of the works of Ben Jonson in 11 volumes. This major 

scholarly project was published from 1925 onwards by Oxford University Press, and completed with Percy and 

Evelyn Simpson. It took half a century, being agreed on in 1902. He also published works on the Romantic poets, 

German cultural history, and Renaissance poetry. - wikipedia

Retired; was Professor of 

English Literature at U. 

Manchester, predecessor to 

H. B. Charlton.

Mawer Allen M.A. 46 Professor of English Language and Literature, Armstrong College, Newcastle-on-Tyne; Fellow of Gonville and 

Caius College, Cambridge; scholar of place names and university administrator. - wikisource.   In 1922 Professor 

Allen Mawer read a paper to the British Academy about setting up an English place-name survey, he obtained the 

formal and financial support of the Academy. Within a year he had brought into being a society composed of 

interested persons, provided it with a constitution and laid down the lines of its future conduct.. The publications 

of the Society began in 1924 with two volumes, a collection of essays and a dictionary of place-name elements. 

Mawer and Aileen Armstrong acted as General Editors for the annual volumes of county place-name surveys. - 

wikivividly.com, 'English Place Name Society'

Professor of English 

Language, U. Liverpool.

Morley Edith J. 50  She was the first woman to be appointed Professor at a British university-level institution. In 1892 she 

transferred to the Oxford Honour School of English and English Literature. Although she was placed in the first 

class following examination in 1899, women were not allowed to matriculate from Oxford at the time and she 

was awarded an 'equivalent' degree rather than a standard Oxford degree.  In 1908, Morley was appointed 

Professor of English Language at University College in Reading. Her speciality was English literature, and for many 

years she regularly published a lengthy roundup of recent scholarship in her field under the heading "The 

Eighteenth Century" in the bibliographical review entitled The Year's Work in English Studies. She was the main 

twentieth century editor of the works of Henry Crabb Robinson. - wikipedia

Professor of English 

Language, U. Reading.

Newbolt Sir Henry C.H., LL.D. D. 

Litt.

63 Newbolt was an English poet, novelist and historian. He is perhaps best remembered for his poems "Vitaï 

Lampada" and "Drake's Drum". Graduating from Corpus Christi College, Oxford, Newbolt was called to the bar at 

Lincoln's Inn in 1887 and practised until 1899. It was the publication of his ballads, Admirals All  (1897), that 

created his literary reputation. By far the best-known of these is "Vitaï Lampada". They were followed by other 

volumes of stirring verse... In 1914, Newbolt published Aladore , a fantasy novel about a bored but dutiful knight 

who abruptly abandons his estate and wealth to discover his heart's desire and woo a half-fae enchantress. At 

the start of the First World War, Newbolt was brought into the War Propaganda Bureau. He subsequently 

became Controller of Telecommunications at the Foreign Office. In 1921 he had been the author of a government 

Report entitled "The Teaching of English in England" which established the foundations for modern English 

Studies and professionalised the forms of teaching of English Literature. It established a canon, argued that 

English must become the linguistic and literary standard throughout the British Empire, and even proposed salary 

rates for lecturers. For many years it was a standard work for English teachers in teacher training Colleges. - 

wikipedia

Independent poet.

Nicoll Allardyce M.A. 31 Nicoll was born and educated in Glasgow. He became a lecturer at King's College London in 1920 and took the 

chair of English at East London College (later Queen Mary's College) in 1923. His major work was his six-

volume History of English Drama, 1660-1900 , published as separate volumes starting in 1923, and reissued as a 

set in 1952-59. He also wrote many other books on English drama. -  wikipedia

Chair of English, East London 

College (Queen Mary's 

College).

Pollard A. W. C.H., F.B.A., 

D. Litt.

66 Pollard was educated at King's College School in London and St John's College at the University of Oxford. He 

joined the staff of the British Museum in 1883, as assistant in the Department of Printed Books; he was promoted 

to Assistant Keeper in 1909, and Keeper in 1919. In the latter year, Pollard was appointed Professor of English 

Bibliography at the University of London. He was Honorary Secretary of the Bibliographical Society from 1893 to 

1934 and edited the Society's journal The Library for thirty years (1903–34).  Pollard wrote widely on a range of 

subjects in English literature throughout his career; he edited Thomas Malory's Le Morte d'Arthur , and a 

collection of Fifteenth Century Poetry and Prose . He is widely credited for bringing a higher level of scholarly rigor 

to the study of Shakespearean texts. He was a longtime friend of the poet A. E. Housman, and a close colleague of 

the prominent Shakespeare scholars Edmund Kerchever Chambers and R. B. McKerrow. - wikipedia

Professor of English 

Bibliography, U. London.

Reed A. W. D. Litt. Poor information; web prefers N.Z. publisher of the same initials and name. Reed of London published on Sir 

Thomas More and Tudor drama. He was a tutor at St. Mark's College, Chelsea (1907-09) - 1972 notes on a letter 

from Pollard to H. S. Bennett, by Philip Gaskell.

1922: Reader in English, 

King's College, U. London.

de SelincourtE. D. Litt. 55 Ernest de Selincourt (1870–1943) matriculated at University College, Oxford, in 1890, getting a Second in Classics 

in 1894. He then changed disciplines, and became a specialist in English. In 1895 was appointed lecturer in English 

at University College (thus becoming one of the first people to teach English at Oxford), and in 1899, he became a 

university lecturer. In 1908 was elected Professor of English at Birmingham University. De Selincourt’s main 

scholarly activity came to centre on the life and work of William Wordsworth.

Professor of English, 

Birmingham U.

Simpson Percy M.A. 60 He was educated ar Selwyn College, Cambridge, and after a career as a schoolmaster, came to Oxford in 1913 to 

work for the Clarendon Press and to lecture in the School of English. From 1914 to 1934 he was also the School's 

first Librarian. His monumental edition of Ben Jonson, in collaboration with C. H. Herford, was published by the 

Clarendon Press, 1925-52.- jisc archives hub.

University Lecturer and 

Librarian of the English 

School, Oxford U.
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Spurgeon Caroline F. E. Litt. D. 56 She is known as the first female university professor in London, the second in England. She was actually the first 

female professor involved in English literature, and the first fully accepted in England at all. From May 1900 she 

lectured on English Literature in London. She became a member of the staff of Bedford College, London, in 1901, 

and successfully competed for the newly created chair for English literature in 1913. She was an expert on 

Geoffrey Chaucer. Through her various professional activities inside her own department, she participated in the 

academic literary-critical renaissance of the 1920s and early 1930s. She was also an active militant in favour of 

women's eligibility to academic degrees. - wikipedia

Professor of English 

Literature, Bedford College, 

U. London.

Wilson J. Dover M.A. 44 He was a professor and scholar of Renaissance drama, focusing particularly on the work of William Shakespeare. 

He attended Lancing College, Sussex, Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge and taught at King's College 

London before becoming Regius Professor of English literature at the University of Edinburgh. Wilson was 

primarily known for two lifelong projects. He was the chief editor, with the assistance of Sir Arthur Quiller-Couch, 

of the New Shakespeare , a series of editions of the complete plays published by Cambridge University Press. Of 

those editions, the one of Hamlet was his particular focus, and he published a number of other books on the play, 

supporting the textual scholarship of his edition as well as offering an interpretation. - wikipedia

Regius Professor of English 

Literature, U. Edinburgh.

Wyld H. C. K. B. Litt., M.A. 55 He studied at the University of Bonn, the University of Heidelberg and Corpus Christi College, Oxford. From 1904 

to 1920, he was Baines Professor of English Language and Philology, University of Liverpool. He was Merton 

Professor of English Language and Literature at the University of Oxford and a Fellow of Merton College, Oxford 

from 1920 until his death in 1945. - wikipedia. His scholarly work focuses on the history and character of the 

English language, rather than the literature: The Growth of English  (1907); The Teaching of Reading in Training 

Colleges  (1908); Elementary Lessons in English Grammar (1909); The Place Names of Lancashire. Their origin and 

history  with T Oakes Hirst (1911); Collected Papers of Henry Sweet  (1913); A Short History of English  (1914); A 

History of Modern Colloquial English (1920); South-Eastern and South-East Midland Dialects  (1920); Studies in 

English Rhymes from Surrey to Pope.  (1923); Diction and Imagery in Anglo-Saxon Poetry  (1925). - AIM25.com 

archives.

Merton Professor of English 

Language and Literature, 

Oxford U.
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